
Blessed are the Persecuted 

 “Blessed are they who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the 

kingdom of heaven.  

 Blessed are you when they insult you and persecute you and utter every kind of evil 

against you [falsely] because of me.  

 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward will be great in heaven. Thus they persecuted 

the prophets who were before you.” (Mt 5:10-12). 

 

 The final beatitude may strike us as negative. Up to this point, the beatitudes have 

focused on humility, meekness, right relationships, mercy, purity of heart, and 

peacemaking—all positive qualities. But Jesus includes the possibility of “persecution for 

righteousness’ sake.” This arises from the previous seven, because the forces that oppose 

God’s ways still hold great power in the world. 

 

 The subtle difference between being persecuted “for the sake of righteousness” and 

being persecuted “because of me” should be pointed out.  

 

For the sake of righteousness: 

 The blessing in Matthew 5:10 is promised to those who are persecuted for 

“righteousness’ sake,” not to those who are persecuted because of their sins or their lack of 

tact. This is a promise of blessing for those who suffer for doing the right thing. Jesus 

warned that His followers would face persecution since, “If they persecuted Me, they will 

also persecute you” (Jn 15:20). 

 

Because of me:  

 Jesus himself was mocked and persecuted. Thus, they said of Jesus that he was a 

Samaritan and had a devil (Jn 8:48); that he was mad (Jn 10:20); and thus, they reviled and 

mocked him on the cross (Mt 27:39-44). The fact that the disciples belong to Christ 

becomes the motive for the world making lying statements against them.  

 

 An emphasis should be laid on the word ‘falsely’ in this passage. Lying: not merely 

in the sense that the statements are false, but in the sense of deliberately inventing the most 

improbable lies. It is not blessed to have evil spoken of us if we deserve it; but if we deserve 

it not, then we should not consider it as a calamity. We should take it patiently, and show 

how much the Christian, under the consciousness of innocence, can bear (1 Pet 3:13-18). 

 

Being Reviled: 

 Revile is defined as “to speak abusively.” This persecution starts with words—the 

mocking, the humiliation, the sneering and the insults. It points to persistent relentless 

persecution by word and deed, culminating in willful, malicious, lying imputations of the 

grossest sort and every conceivable calumny. At times reviling can come from those we 

deem our closest companions. The harshest criticism and verbal abuse can come from those 

of our own country (Mt 13:57) or even our own family (Jn 7:3-5).  

 



Blessed are the Persecuted 

Theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven: 

 The promise to those who are persecuted for living God’s way of life is the same as 

the promise to the poor in spirit that started the list. It won’t be a temporary kingdom that 

fades away with time or that is conquered by a rival kingdom. It will encompass the entire 

earth forever (Dan 2:44-45). Belief in this promise makes it possible to endure persecution. 

 

Pastoral Application: 

 Persecution can take many forms. It includes being harassed or ostracized for your 

religious beliefs. Christians have undergone excruciating pain and great personal suffering 

for God’s truth. 

 The prophets went through horrendous and intense persecutions. Moses was 

ridiculed by an entire nation and even his own family at times (Num 12:1-2). Samuel was 

rejected by the nation and at one point was fearful for his life (1 Sam 16:2). Elijah was 

hunted by wicked Queen Jezebel (1 Kg 19:2-3). Elisha was hunted down by an entire army 

(2 Kg 6:12-14). Jeremiah was imprisoned at the bottom of a muddy well (Jer 38:6). Daniel 

was the victim of a jealous conspiracy and was thrown to the lions (Dan 6). John the Baptist 

was beheaded for calling out the king for disobeying God’s law (Mt 14:3-11).  

 The apostle Paul listed some of his trials and sufferings, ranging from prison stays 

to being beaten and stoned (2 Cor 11:23-28). 

 As the centuries went by, the persecution didn’t get any easier. Christians have been 

kicked out of their homes, slaughtered in villages, even fed to lions and burned at the stake! 

 In the modern world, persecution generally takes the form of a lost job, being bullied 

or facing harassment at work or school. In some areas of the world, however, becoming a 

follower of Christ carries the death penalty.  

 If we are to be among those who are blessed for being reviled, persecuted and lied 

about, then we must endure by keeping our eyes on the wonderful promises God has given 

us throughout the Beatitudes and the rest of the Bible. 

 

 


